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of the treaty structure.1 On the other hand, it was by this time
already possible to sum up a large part of the history of the chapter
that was now over in a single sentence of proverbial wisdom: 'When
the cat's away the mice can play'.

Since the llth November, 1918, all the Powers and peoples of
Europe outside the constricted post-war frontiers of the German
Reich had been indulging in the licence conferred on them by the
temporary eclipse of a Power which had overshadowed Europe during
the preceding half-century. In their reaction from the nervous strain
of the recent war-years, the momentary victors had closed their eyes
to the future and had thrown themselves blindly into various
children's games that served to ease their anxieties or to minister to
their self-esteem. The French had been playing at a Napoleonic
military preponderance which would absolve them from the need of
agreeing with their adversary quickly whiles they were in the way
with him.2 The British had been playing at an insularity which would
enable them to disentangle themselves from Continental European
commitments with as clean a cut as if Great Britain had been North
America. The Italians had been playing at an anti-Gallicanism which
would demonstrate that Italy was the equal of France. The Russians
had been playing at defying the united forces of an aggressively
hostile Capitalist World. The states members of the Little Entente
had been playing at being their own pre-war oppressor opposing an
intransigent legitimism to an impertinent irredentism (with the
Magyars now assuming the irredentists' role in place of the liberated
Jugoslavs and Rumans and Slovaks). And finally, the Slovaks had
been playing at autonomism in Czechoslovakia, and the Croats at
separatism in Jugoslavia, during this time of licence when the
danger of their falling back again under Magyar rule did not appear
to be immediate.

In the celebration of these 'post-war' Saturnalia most of the per-
formances were rather half-hearted, even when the performers were
playing their chosen parts with the greatest show of energy and con-
viction. The French, for instance, knew very well in their heart
of hearts that, fundamentally and intrinsically, twentieth-century
France was no match for twentieth-century Germany; and, at
the very time when they were deliberately sacrificing their chance
of reconciliation with Germany rather than forgo the pleasurable

1 At this time, the principal index of the standing of the League was to be
found in the fortunes of the World Disarmament Conference. The latest chap-
ter in the history of this conference will "be recorded in the Survey for 1935.
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